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ne look at the wall

of windows capturing

the vast panorama of

sky and sea outside

Kay and Walt Covert's
home in Neahkahnie, Ore., one mile
north of Manzanita, Ore., and it's clear
thetr name for it, “The Sun, The Moon
and The Stars,” is apt enough.

By day, the windows capture views of
the sky, changing from the rose hues of
dawn to the dusky blue of sunset, and
of the ocean, itself an ever-changing
body of colar. By night, it's an expanse
of navy and black, sometimes moody
with clouds, sometimes twinkling like
glitter on velvet. “The moon can get so
intensely bright, T've gotten up to see
what lights were left on,” says Kay, a
Realtos, as is her husband (the couple
owns Windenmere Manzanita)

But as it turns out, the Coverls’ name
for their coustal home comes not from
the fabulous views, but from a commis-
sioned stained glass window and the
artist who, when asked 1o design a prece
with the sun, the moan and the stars,
crafted a surprisimg but much-loved
picce wilh hummingbirds and vines.

Years later, when architect Andrew
Montgotnery, the owner of the Portland-
based architecture firm Terruforma, vis-
ited the Coverts bo discuss ideas for their
new house—the first the couple Tl
built—they told him the story of the
stained glass. Then, they told him their
ideas for a traditional Craftsman-style
house with a peaked rool.

“I'he only question | had was whether
there would be a porch on three sides of
the house or all the way around,” Walt
recalls. “We also told Andrew, ‘Architec-
fure is art. You're going to dream up this
thing, 5a, show s some art h

Weeks passed until Montgomery
called in the Coverts to see what he'd
dreamed up. "Hanging on the wall was
a sketch of this house,” Walt says. "I
thought, [ like it Ity bold, very siriking
But it cam't be our hotose, hecause it looks
nathing like the Craftsman we want. But
il turned out to be our house!™

After the couple left Montgomery's
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Portand office, Kay recalls driving in
stlence for 20 minutes before she spoke.
*I saud, °l like it but, my God. it's con-
temporary—what'’s that all about?" "
Yet, the more the pair thought about
it, the more intnigued they became.
The wall of windows ook i every
possible bit of view out front, and in the
back, more windows framed the tush for-
est. And Montgomery had designed a
bouse thit would fit between the stinds

of 100-plus-year-old Sitka spruce that give
the 0.29-acre rechingular lot its privite,
woodsy feel and provide a habitat for
all sorts of native creatures. That, ubove
ull else, was eritical to the Coverts, whao
moved to Oregon from California 16
years ago and know well what becomes of
1 place when progress cowds out nature.
“We want to live with this land; we
don't want to mow it down,” Kay savs.

dream house for Montgomery's con-
temponiry vision,

“We just said. 'OK, it's the Sun, the
Moon and the Stars all over again, ™
Kay says. Indeed it was. In fact, had
Kay not shared that story with Mont-
gomery, he doubts he would have
risked such a boldly different design.

“She had a gleam in her eye when
she told me the story, and that said

So the Coverts traded their traditional 1o me, “This client is open to artis-

ANATOMY OF A SITKA STAIRCASE

IF YOU'RE THINKING THAT THE PLANK-
ke stalr trecads (rght) Jutting out of
Kay and Walt Covert’s spiral stair-
case look familiar, you're right. Archi-
tect Andrew Montgomery gesigned
the fit treads after the springboards
used by tum-of-the-century loggers
{below)—a fitting look. since the
Sitka spruce frunk that acts as the
stalrcase’s center pole was the sole
tree felled from the couple’s prop-
arty during construction,

Before cholnsows were invenied.
Northwast loggers tockled the giant
trees with handtools like axes and
crosscut saws. Becouse the bases of
tha treas wera 50 thick. loggers would
insert wooden platforms (spring-
boards) infe notches higher up on the
trea ond cut from theme. Despite ciimb-
ing up 1o thinner areas of the frunks.
cutting down one free often ook o
day of more fo ochleve. —Baih Olsen

s i that said
3 leam in her eye sai
: l?isg client is open t0 arhsh_c. |
Bfetation,’ " says Muq’tgomelry‘.. 7

uTh at's \'IE ry rare.

1 {3 .”"-}:' h
oy Lo o

e is the center pole of the stair-
case. The tree, which took contractor
Lindsey Johnson 12 hours to set in
place, originally stood just 50 feet
west. The Coverts opted for a ribbed
glass front door from Milgard to cap-
ture the Light without losing privacy.
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A custom dining booth
and bamboo countertop
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of-a-kind look. The Gold

Green Slate floor tiles
from Intrepid Marble &
Granite contain garnets
that will start to glitter

after a few years of wear
polish them up. The
energy-efficient appli-
ances are from Standard
TV & Appliance.
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Though Montgomery’'s design was far from the Coverts’ original Craftsman-style idea, the architect still designed the home
around their lifestyle: Kay's meditation room (above left), with colored glass window panes from Cline Glass, is a guiet
retreat; the welcoming entry deck (above right) is a great place to enjoy the coastal sunsets: and the basement wine cellar
(below) keeps the couple’s many bottles at a perfect 58 degrees—sans electricity, thanks to its underground location.
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GREENING THE HOME

The kitchen ceiling’s
joinery showcases

MOVE TOWARD A GREENER EARTH: '| think we are carstokers of the
aorth, and wa've dona 50 much damoge diready that thare has 10 bae

a point whate archillects restomn and moaintain,”™ soys orchillect Andrew

Montgomery of Tamolfoma. “We have a responsitliity 1o healp tum hings
around. How do 'we rastone o sha and it a bulding onto 117 Whiot king
of products do we specity? Each site gives the aichitect an cpportunity

10 ennance, Momioin of restone 4 Iocal ecosyitem. I we infegnale DOsC

DOssvE anaggy systems Into our designs, bulldings will BguiIne lass ensagy
from our finite fosall fu=l supplias, And every bullding will evantually be

ecycled or hauled 1o a londlill. 50 we have 1o considar what they'ra

mada of ondd SIoy Owdy rom oxie motariols.”

KEEP IT LOCAL: “if it's possible, salact matenals that are produced and
procassad locally,” says Monigomary, "That reduces tha amount of

enerngy used to gel them 1o Your site Qnd sUpporis the 1ocol economy,

BE PASSIVE AGGRESSIVE: “Technology s secandary 1o thae primarny focus

of green archifectune, which & using powsive solutions.” says Monigomery

Teuite frankly, oot of the go o con get for green Bubding ara

expensive ond uneliobds. [l you ampioy

and smart sihe design orinciples, vou cando o ol 10 Bducs g bullkiing's

TS OQe-0i0 DOsSVE Qs

anargy neads. Technology eally comes in 1o ploy in the big picture; We

naad technological sohons to elool ow clanat and get it fossil fusis.

DARE TO DREAM: “When you hove freedom to do your own thing, It

opens up e sun, the moon, he stars—Iit redlly doas.” soys the archi
tact, You lust liock Intd the whale crentive Iarca of tha univarsa.”™ —L. T
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